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PRE-UNIVERSITY SUMMER 
SCHOOL PROGRAMME
Immersive academic skills programme with visits to  
NCUK Universities for students aged 15-17
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NCUK and BSC  
an ideal partnership

The NCUK Pre-University Summer School Programme is 
designed to prepare you for access to the very best of British 
university education, developing your skills in problem 
solving, critical thinking, creativity and leadership.

Our goal is to maximise your potential and to help you 
achieve academic excellence. We will inspire you and  
set you on the road to success. 

ABOUT BSC
British Study Centres Group (BSC) has 
been delivering training for over 80 
years. We have been at the forefront 
of providing language and teacher 
training courses since 1996, winning 
industry recognition for the quality 
of our student-centred service.

Our clients not only include 
individuals, but also international 
private schools, universities 
and ministries of education.

The Northern Consortium of UK Universities (NCUK) is a global provider of pathway programmes 
specifically designed for international students. Our curriculum is approved by NCUK and specially 
designed for international students.

NCUK Universities
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NCUK Taster and Academic 
Skills Programme

This course has been designed with pre-university 
students in mind in order to give them a taste of the 
university lifestyle and learning approaches in the UK.

By the end of the course learners will have a better 
sense of what living and studying in the UK entails and 
of the opportunities that taking an NCUK International 
Foundations programme affords. With the integration  
of key university visits, students can also experience 
first-hand life on university campus in the UK.

COURSE DETAILS

Start date: 30 June 2019

Duration: 2 weeks

Location:
University of Salford, 
Manchester

Age range: 15-17

Minimum level: Intermediate (B1)

Course fees: £2,280

COURSE FEES INCLUDE

•  NCUK Taster and Academic Skills 
Programme (18 hours/wk)

•  NCUK University visits with  
coach travel

•  Course materials

•  Single en-suite room

• Full board 

•  End-of-course certificate

• Supervised evening activities

TANGIBLE OUTCOMES

  Have a thorough understanding of 
the educational system in the UK

  Gain an insight into the university 
culture in the UK and experience 
key university campuses

  Be given an overview of the  
UCAS process

  Have explored their own study 
motivation and career orientation 
and how to use this to make  
degree choices

  Be able to draft a personal 
statement for UCAS

  Experience a range of academic 
skills classes in all four skills

By the end of the course learners will:
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Bespoke BSC materials have been created especially for this course and 
these are integrated with some published materials from core academic 
English skills resources as well as authentic materials.

Curriculum characteristics
We believe in working collaboratively 
with students to help them identify 
and achieve their learning goals. Each 
student has existing knowledge, skills 
and competencies when starting his or 
her course. We aim to develop these 
through explicit teaching and guidance 
from the teachers and academic 
staff, as well as training students to 
develop their own learning skills.

By making good use of carefully 
designed and organised syllabi, students 
can have confidence that they will be 
guided along the right path for them 
to reach their potential and gain the 
most from their time studying with us. 

The course is taught under the umbrella 
of Communicative Language Teaching, 
where there is an emphasis on consistent 
student participation through activities 
that have a communicative purpose and 
a clear learning aim. The learning centres 
on students being instructed on how 
to approach and use specific sub-skills 

or language devices and then learning 
these by doing. The teacher’s role is to 
select appropriate materials, guide and 
supervise students, instruct when needed, 
and monitor and correct the students’ 
use of language and choice of answers. 

Varying methodologies and approaches 
will be used that best suit the particular 
activity or learning objective. These 
methodologies and approaches include 
Task-Based and Task-Supported Learning, 
Genre Approach, Test-Teach-Test, Project 
Based Learning and the Lexical Approach. 
Lessons are taught inductively, meaning 
that students are encouraged to find 
answers, solutions and correct language 
through their own thinking, rather than the 
teacher providing all of the information 
directly. This is a more student-centred 
approach that enables learning to 
be more effective and encourages 
independent thinking as well as creating 
a learning environment congenial to the 
development of 21st Century skills.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students will produce a portfolio 
of work showcasing the progress 
in their academic language skills 
and the knowledge acquired.

This will include:

•  A group PowerPoint presentation 
on university life

•  A sample personal statement 
following the UCAS structure 
identifying what they would 
like to study and why

•  Vlog/ blog working in pairs to 
reflect on their daily experiences

•  A recorded debate on 
global themes such as: 

- Global Awareness 

-  Financial, Economic, Business 
and Entrepreneurial Literacy 

- Civic Literacy 

- Health Literacy 

- Environmental Literacy
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WEEK 1 Morning Session: 9:30 – 12:30 Afternoon Session: 13:30 – 16:30 

Day/Session Themes Projects

MONDAY Education in the UK Academic skills: Effective academic presentations

TUESDAY Visit to NCUK partner universities

WEDNESDAY University lifestyle Group research and presentation preparation

THURSDAY Visit to NCUK partner universities

FRIDAY UK universities and career choices Academic skills: Writing a personal statement

SATURDAY Visit to NCUK partner universities

SUNDAY Local excursion (City of Manchester)

WEEK 2 Morning Session: 9:30 – 12:30 Afternoon Session: 13:30 – 16:30 

Day/Session Themes Projects

MONDAY UCAS applications and the clearing process Academic skills: Critical listening and taking 
effective notes

TUESDAY Visit to NCUK partner universities

WEDNESDAY Academic misconduct: Plagiarism and how to avoid this Academic skills: Referencing and paraphrasing skills

THURSDAY Visit to NCUK partner universities

FRIDAY Industries of the future Group research, presentation preparation and  
final presentations 

SATURDAY Visit to NCUK partner universities

SUNDAY Departures

EXAMPLE TIMETABLES
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Our residential summer school in 
Manchester is located at the heart of 
this cosmopolitan city, in state-of-the-art 
facilities at Salford university. It is an ideal 
place to learn English while experiencing 
life in a lively and exciting British location.

The City of Salford and the University 
campus are just 2km from Manchester 
city centre but enjoy the serenity of 
the adjacent Peel Park. You’ll be just a 
short walk from world-class music, sport, 
nightlife, food, shopping and culture. With 
one of the largest student communities 
in Europe, it’s one of the most vibrant and 
diverse cities in the UK, with people from 
all backgrounds and countries coming 
here to live and study.

The programme takes 
place at a dynamic, 
modern university.  
The campus is within 
easy reach of Manchester 
city centre, providing 
an excellent base for 
students to have an 
unforgettable experience.

With it’s creative spirit and dynamic sports scene, 
Manchester is a fun and energetic city for young 
learners who love music, sports and the arts.

Easy access to central Manchester
The campus is ideally located within 25 
mins of central Manchester. Manchester  
is a cosmopolitan and vibrant hub, and 
one of the most diverse and welcoming 
cities in the UK.

The programme includes fully supervised 
evening activities.

Residential accommodation 
Single en-suite rooms. Our residence
is within the university campus. 

Excellent facilities
The university offers excellent  
learning and leisure facilities.

• Free Wi-Fi

• 24-hour security

• Swimming pool

•  Communal lounge with Sky TV,  
games consoles, pool table

• Cinema lounge

University of Salford
Manchester



7

Sc
ot
lan

d

3

London

Liverpool

Birmingham

Kent
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NCUK Universities
The programme includes visits to many  
NCUK Universities. A great way for you to  
experience some of the UK’s finest 
University Campuses first hand.



British Study Centres
553 Finchley Road, London NW3 7BJ

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7794 3533 
pathways@british-study.com
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